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CABOTO
Caboto? Cabot? Gavotto? Caputo? Gaeta? He was Chief Pilot of the Kingdom of Castile for thirty years and he is said to have drawn the first globe, yet we don’t even know his name for sure.
We only know that the man known as Sebastian Cabot, son of the explorer John Cabot, was born in Venice around 1477–1484, and that he soon moved to England. Throughout his life, he served
both England and Spain as a cartographer and an explorer. Some say he was a swindler, a liar and a schemer.
When Jorge Zentner began working on the text for the book, he immediately realised that the “historical fiction” he was dealing with was rather a “mystery fiction”.
It was impossible to write a biography: it was like sailing unknown seas relying on very few, incomplete and inaccurate maps. So both the author and the artist decided to take advantage of the
lack of trustworthy and consistent records to base this work around the idea of mystery.
Their reflections on the possibility of telling this story arise from the slow monologue of the narrator, who has to deal with a biography full of holes, the same holes appearing on the maps drawn
around the end of the 15th century, where large unexplored areas were left blank or covered with a question mark. Sharing his stream of consciousness with the reader, the narrator tries to
explore the darkness of Cabot’s – as well as his crew’s – mind and at the same time he reflects upon the difficulty of telling a story and the need to make choices, deal with contradictory sources,
intertwine several, individual destinies, while being unaware of the boundaries between historical truth and one’s own imagination.
The core adventure of the book begins on April 3, 1526, in Sanlúcar de Barrameda, with the mission of finding a way to the Maluku Islands, in the land of spices. The ships arrived to the coasts of
Brazil, in the region of Pernambuco, where Cabot gathered his lieutenants to communicate them a change in plans: he wanted to explore the Río de la Plata. The reasons behind this change of
course are unknown: some talk about a navigation error, some hint at a secret deal with King Charles I, others see in it the man’s economic ambition, nurtured by the stories told by those who
survived previous expeditions.
Yet, beyond the events, what arises from these pages is Cabot’s strong and enigmatic personality, a symbol of imperialism that reminds us of Dante’s Ulyxes, the embodiment of ambition and
human thirst for knowledge.
Mattotti illustrates this story with pastels and coloured pencils, recalling 16th and 17th century paintings (especially those by Caravaggio and Velázquez), as well as movies such as Aguirre, the
Wrath of God by Werner Herzog. He even combines some images with coloured copies of historical documents, which he retouches to emulate the dusty look of ancient manuscripts. Wide
landscapes dominated by dark tones invite us to give up any reference point and dive into the heart of darkness, losing ourselves in a one-way trip to the unknown.
Caboto is Mattotti’s first historical work, commissioned by the Spanish publisher Planeta to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the discovery of America. First issued in Italy in 1997 by Hazard, this
book is now republished as the third volume of a series presenting the artistic evolution of Lorenzo Mattotti as a comic author. With the publication of Ghirlanda, winner of the Gran Guinigi Award
2017, Mattotti was back to comics after almost fifteen years. To celebrate this return, #logosedizioni launched this collection in March 2018 with L’uomo alla finestra (The Man at the Window),
followed by Stigmate (Stigmata). The fourth title, Lettere da un tempo lontano (Letters From a Faraway Time), will be released in spring 2019, followed by La zona fatua (The Fatuous Zone), Il signor
Spartaco (Mr Spartaco), Labirinti (Labyrinths), Chimera, and Doctor Nefasto. These volumes are presented with a new layout and in a larger format, accompanied by unpublished contents.
Lorenzo Mattotti lives and works in Paris. After his studies in architecture, he started off in the late 1970s as a comic strip artist and in the early 1980s created the Valvoline collective together with
other artists. In 1984 he published Fires, which was welcomed as a great event in the world of comics and won several important international prizes. From Incidenti to Stigmate, from Signor
Spartaco to Doctor Nefasto, L'uomo alla finestra and several other titles, Mattotti’s work has evolved consistently and, at the same time, with the eclecticism of an artist who is always in search for
new territories to explore. Today his books are translated all over the world and his illustrations are published in newspapers and magazines such as The New Yorker, Le Monde, Das Magazin,
Süddeutsche Zeitung, Le nouvel Observateur, Corriere della Sera and la Repubblica. Mattotti re-interpreted the creations of the most important fashion designers for the magazine Vanity, and in
2010 designed all the covers for the architectural monthly magazine Domus. He has illustrated several children’s books, such as Pinocchio by Collodi and Eugenio, that won the Grand Prix of
Bratislava in 1993, one of the most important awards in the field of children’s publishing. Mattotti’s works were featured in many solo exhibitions, such as the anthological expositions at the Palazzo
delle Esposizioni in Rome, at the Frans Hals Museum in Haarlem and, more recently, at the Musei di Porta Romana in Milan. Mattotti has created posters, covers and advertising campaigns: he
designed the posters for the Cannes Film Festival in 2000 and for the Estate Romana. Among his most recent publications: Jekyll & Hyde (NBM Publishing, 2003) and The Crackle of the Frost
(Fantagraphics, 2003) and, at the same time, I manifesti di Mattotti (2002) and Angkor (2003) for Nuages; in 2008, Appunti sul paesaggio for Tricromia and Le avventure di Pinocchio in the Einaudi
series “I Millenni”; in 2009 Hänsel e Gretel for Orecchio acerbo/Gallimard, whose amazing illustrations complete Neil Gaiman’s texts in the English edition. In 2010, a collaboration with Lou Reed
gave birth to The Raven (Fantagraphics Books, 2012). In 2004, he created the segments between the three episodes of Eros, a film by Wong Kar-wai, Steven Soderbergh and Michelangelo
Antonioni. In 2007 he made one of the six episodes of the collective animated film Peur(s) du noir. In 2011, he worked at the animated sequences of the movie by Charles Nemes, Il Etait une fois...
peut-être pas and, in 2012, he created backgrounds and characters for Pinocchio, an animated film by Enzo D’Alò. In 2012, #logosedizioni launched the series “Works”, a systematic publication
of his illustrations: the first volume deals with pastels and second one is a tribute to the fashion world. In 2013, #logosedizioni released also the visionary work Oltremai, which was exhibited at the
Pinacoteca di Bologna. In 2014 he created Vietnam, for the “Travel Book” series by Louis Vuitton. Constantly searching for a language that can go beyond the existing boundaries, the assorted
works of Mattotti have been exhibited in Sconfini, and the exhibition catalogue has been published by #logosedizioni in 2016. In 2017, Mattotti collaborates again with Jerry Kramsky, creating the
new graphic novel Ghirlanda (#logosedizioni), an epic story that carries the reader into a magical journey. Ghirlanda wins the Gran Guinigi Award at Lucca Comics & Games in 2017. Mattotti’s
universe by now seamlessly ranges over comics, painting, illustration and film animation.
His books for #logosedizioni are: La stanza, Mattotti Works 1, Oltremai, Stanze, Venezia - limited edition, Venezia - Scavando nell’acqua, Mattotti Works 2 - Moda/Fashion, Nell’acqua, Oltremai trade edition, Sconfini, Ghirlanda, Blind ,Covers for the New Yorker, L'uomo alla finestra, Stigmate,Caboto and Lettere da un tempo lontano.
Jorge Zentner was born in Argentina in 1953. In 1977 he moved to Barcelona, where he still lives. He spent many years reading and writing, publishing books for children, teenagers, and adults:
novels, short stories, poems, essays, literary reviews, and above all comics. He has written several scripts for comics illustrated by Rubén Pellejero, Lorenzo Mattotti, Carlos Nine, Marcello
Quintanilha, David Sala, Bernard Olivié, Aude Samama, and many others. More than a dozen years ago his life changed radically: he quit writing and turned to existential counselling, helping
people to achieve self-knowledge, emotional re-education and creative expression.
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Related titles

LA STANZA

VENEZIA - SCAVANDO NELL'ACQUA

VENEZIA - LIMITED EDITION

MATTOTTI WORKS 1

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857609607
13.00€

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857600666
30.00€

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857601441
200.00€

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857605258
45.00€

STANZE

OLTREMAI

MATTOTTI WORKS 2 MODA/FASHION

OLTREMAI - TRADE EDITION

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857601267
35.00€

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857605883
100.00€

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857606774
40.00€

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857608419
22.00€
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Related titles

NELL'ACQUA

SCONFINI

GHIRLANDA

BLIND

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857608624
20.00€

Giovanna Durì, Michel-Édouard Leclerc, David Rosenberg
9788857608747
30.00€

Jerry Kramsky
9788857609003
35.00€

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857609508
18.00€

BLIND SUPPORTIVE SHOPPER

LORENZO MATTOTTI. COVERS FOR THE NEW YORKER

L’UOMO ALLA FINESTRA

STIGMATE

Lorenzo Mattotti
18SHOPPEBLIND
9.90€

Lorenzo Mattotti
9788857609737
25.00€

Lilia Ambrosi
9788857609096
20.00€

Claudio Piersanti
9788857609102
20.00€

INTER LOGOS s.r.l. - Via Curtatona 5/2 - 41126 Modena - Tel.: 059 412 648 - commerciale@logos.info

